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April 2019 


AGM and Members’ Night—Tuesday 2 April at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Tracey Hinton 
Title: Cat and turtle conservation internships: a different way to travel! 


General Meeting —Tuesday 7 May at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Stuart McCallum, Environmental Educator 
Title: What price our Victorian Volcanic Plain: is a Biosphere Reserve the best way of protecting grassland 


ecosystems? 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Christopher Pritchard, Manifold Heights; Frances Faulkner, Ocean Grove; Laura Stenzler & Ton Schat, Geelong; 
Rachel Ropotar, Norlane West; Susan Joachim, Grovedale; Andrew Barrett & Sarah Brown, East Geelong; 
Julie Riley, Breamlea; Annie Proctor & John Greenwood, Indented Head; Fiona Topolcsanyi, Ocean Grove; 

Lachlan & Janet Gordon, Birregurra; Susan Weymouth & Alan Carter, St Leonards. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


s 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Diz 


GFNC website Observations 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations Once you have your password, 
or photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 
read interesting articles and much more.... invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website 
i ors (go to the Observations tab) or 
The 30 April deadline is fast approaching for the emailed to the GENC email address 
requirement.te ah alae A website to add so that they can be incorporated onto the site. 
Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 
If you haven’t yet contacted info@gfnc.org.au to get 
your user name and password then hurry up, we don't Ia re 
want to miss any of your exciting entries. eh A te ae 


The photo on the front cover of a Drone fly, Eristalis tenax, was taken at the Geelong Botanic Gardens on 3 March 
by Helen Schofield. 


The photo on the back cover of a Rufous Bristlebird was taken by Susan Kruss 0n16 March. She notes that Rufous 
Bristlebirds were showing well at Airey’s Inlet in March. This image was captured in the grounds of the 
café at Split Point Lighthouse. 


Mailing roster 
April: Jan Venters 
May: Bernie Lingham 





President’s Report on the 2018-2019 GFNC year 


HA pomer year in the club’s life has passed swiftly. The 
club has been active on many fronts which | propose 
to describe in this annual report. 


On behalf of the committee, | wish to thank all members 
who have contributed and participated in club activities 
during 2018-2019. Without your support in volunteering 
and participating in club activities, the club could not 
function. 


The club remains in a strong financial position (see p. 4 
for the Treasurer’s Report for the year ending December 
2018). During this last year, Graham Possingham has 
performed both the Secretary and Treasurer roles and we 
thank him for his diligent work ensuring tight oversight of 
our financial affairs and legal obligations. 


Member numbers stand at 246 as of the end of the 
financial year, with 44 new members joining during 2018 
which was most pleasing. Member numbers continued to 
grow during the first quarter of this calendar year and our 
efforts must remain focused on examining ways to 
encourage people who share an interest in nature to join. 
Last year | reported that the club sought 300 members by 
the end of 2020. Provided we can retain existing 
members we ought to reach approximately that number 
during the latter part of next year. In addition, the club is 
continually looking at ways to encourage our existing 
membership base to be more engaged and connected. 
The recent pizza evening meal prior to the March General 
meeting was an example. Other changes to the 2019 
program also seek to better align with club members’ 
interests. Our thanks to Deborah Evans, the club 
Membership Officer, for facilitating communication with 
members and managing the renewals and sign-up 
processes so effectively. 


Program and Groups 

In 2018-2019 the club conducted a very interesting 
program with a wide range of expert speakers who 
presented informative, and dare | say controversial, 





Geelong Nature Forum, all set to go! 


Photo: Jenny Possingham 


Rod Lowther 


talks—for example Dr Jeff Yugovic on ‘mammal 
predators’ and Dr Louise Goldie and Grant Clarke on the 
‘Victorian Gas Program’. It was most pleasing to have so 
many members presenting during the year, starting with 
Cathy Powers and Marilyn Hewish at last year’s AGM. 
This was followed by Jeanette Spittle, Michael Skinner, 
Jackie Pallister, Amy Stanton, Stuart Linton and Chris 
Pitfield at General meetings, and Richard Weatherly, 
Richard Alcorn, Margaret Alcorn and Andy Taylor at Bird 
Group meetings. We are very fortunate to have so many 
knowledgeable people in the club who are available and 
willing to present on their areas of interest. 


The team of Barry and Bernadette Lingham, Deborah 
Evans, David Boyle, John Bell, and Craig Morley are 
congratulated on again setting out a comprehensive 
program of talks to provide us with insights into the 
natural environment and its creatures. 


The excursion program in 2018-2019 provided a good 
range of locations, from local areas such as Bellarine 
Wetlands and Armstrong Creek to more distant ones 
including Long Forest and Enfield State Park. We thank 
the excursion convenors Barry Lingam and Lynne Clarke 
for selecting these gems and coordinating the various 
excursion leaders during the year. 


The club organised a four day excursion to King Island in 
March which was enjoyed by all attendees. While there is 
considerable work for the organisers and participants in 
going for several days, the scope of activities and 
different environment make it a very rewarding 
experience. The club hopes to conduct another trip to a 
different area in 2020 (e.g. alpine area). 


The primary aim of the program of speakers, meetings 
and excursions is to stimulate and foster members’ 
understanding of nature. This year the club extended that 
remit by holding a public event with the same aim, 
reaching out to the wider community. The Geelong 
Nature Forum, held at the Geelong Library and Heritage 





Full house. 


Photo: Jenny Possingham 


Geelong Naturalist April 2019 1 


Centre, was a joint project with the City of Greater 
Geelong Environment and Biodiversity team. In all, 300 
people were present during the day. Initial indications 
were positive from the public who attended and from 
representatives of the various Friends groups who also 
contributed to the event. Students from The Gordon’s 
Conservation and Land Management Certificate IV 
assisted our club volunteers on the day. A big thank you 
to all the organisations involved, the speakers and the 
many members who worked so well together to make the 
day a success (see p. 1 for photos taken at the Forum). 


Fauna Group 

The Fauna Group continued to be active during the year. 
In addition to past survey sites, some new areas were 
explored. The group participated in a bio-blitz at a private 
property at Pomborneit North. At Deans Marsh, the group 
joined East Otway Landcare and a local school to survey 
around a wetland while providing a learning opportunity. 


A new trailer for the group, purchased with a grant from 
the City of Greater Geelong, was fitted out to provide a 
more convenient way to transfer our equipment to survey 
sites. Several additional survey cameras were 
purchased, including a specialised nest hollow point 
camera. The latter piece of kit was financed by funds 
from the GFNC Environment Fund. In the second half of 
the year Trevor Pescott applied for new permits and 
licences for the club, an essential but onerous task. Our 
thanks to Trevor for his stewardship of this group. 


Bird Group 

The Bird Group meetings were again well attended as 
were the excursions. Notable external speakers during 
the year included David Hollands on ‘Cranes, herons and 
storks’, Amy Adams on Fairy Terns and Sean Dooley on 
Robin identification. 


GFNC was appointed guardian for Bellarine Wetlands 
under the Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) program. The 
main task of the guardian is to conduct a health 
assessment of the area. This is a desktop evaluation of 
threats to the habitat and impacts on significant bird 
populations. In 2018 eight group members were involved 
in this exercise which was conducted using a 
combination of known reports from the area and the 
personal knowledge of the participants. The assessment 
is done annually. In 2019 the club will expand its 
responsibilities by also taking on guardianship of Swan 
Bay and the Port Phillip Bay islands. 


It was the third year of the Latham’s Snipe summer count 
with members counting birds on three occasions during 
summer at approximately 16 locations. The Latham’s 
Snipe program coordinator, Dr Birgita Hansen from 
Federation University, presented at the March meeting, 
giving members an insight into how our monitoring fits 
into the much larger scope of the project. The project is 
contributing to efforts to gauge the worldwide population 
of this species and to gain a better understanding of their 
distribution across Australia. 


For many years now, Orange-bellied Parrot and 
migratory shorebird counts have occurred and become 
part of the routine. However, for these to run smoothly 
requires a lot of preparation and coordination, so our 
thanks to Craig Morley and John Newman for again ably 
performing this function. It is encouraging to see new 
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members join in these surveys. Our thanks to all 
members who have been involved in these activities. 


Plant Group 

The Plant Group led by Barry Lingham continued to meet 
regularly for discussions designed to improve 
participants’ knowledge of plant structures, identification 
of flowers and taxonomy. The wildflower excursion held 
in spring is a highlight of the year and did not disappoint. 
A combined GFNC and Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat 
excursion journeyed to Enfield Forest where many 
species of wildflowers were found, identified and 
photographed. Our leader, FNCB’s Emily Noble, knows 
the area well and is a noted orchid enthusiast. She was 
able to show the group some hidden gems. 


The Wider Geelong Flora series of lectures in 2018-2019 
covered carnivorous plants, banksias and ‘Flora of the 
Anglesea region’. Our thanks to Roger Wileman, Matt 
Leach and Rani Hunt. Thanks also to John Bell for 
finding and selecting quality speakers and coordinating 
these informative events. 


Conservation Subcommittee 

The Conservation Subcommittee again held three 
meetings during the year. It is disappointing to report that 
there has been no release of the Moolap Coastal 
Strategic Framework Plan. The draft report has been with 
the Government Minister for almost 18 months. As this 
report goes to print, local papers are advising that 
release is further delayed until mid-year. 


Jayden Wooley from the Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority, was an invited guest who spoke 
about the environmental water allocation for the Barwon 
River. The health of the Barwon was a recurring issue in 
2018. Other issues addressed during the year included 
Belfast Beach (Hooded Plover), Federal Government 
draft biodiversity strategy, Anglesea Future Land Use 
study, Midlands Highway Duplication, Avalon 
Aquaculture proposal and Barwon Heads township 
boundaries planning panel—to name just a few of the 
more prominent ones. 


We were pleased to have Helen Schofield join the 
subcommittee as the club representative on the Barwon 
River Users Group. The subcommittee is also open to all 
members and your service on these groups aids the 
club’s ongoing contribution to the conservation effort. 


A small number of subcommittee members continued to 
have regular and informal meetings with the local staff of 
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning. This information exchange has been most 
beneficial to understanding some of the key drivers 
around environmental issues in the region and it has 
given us an opportunity to flag some of our concerns 
around conservation. 


Our hands-on conservation activities continued in 
2018-19, with Rob Beardsley organising the May and 
August Boneseed pulling days and Bela Bard-Brucker 
the Clean Up Australia Day event at Jerringot in March. 


Publication and Communication Subcommittee 
Progress was made in standardising common species 
names and reviewing club publication standards. The 
Editor’s role is shared between Bernadette Lingham, 
Alison Watson and Jane Morrow. This has worked 


exceptionally well and the Geelong Naturalist continues 
to impress its readership base. 


Many thanks to the production team including the editors; 
copy editors—former and current copy editors Chris 
Graunas, Richard Alcorn, Susan Kruss and Kris 
Kristensen—and proof reader Deborah Evans; the 
contributors and those who manage and distribute the 
hard copies. It really is an amazing feat and team effort 
for a volunteer organisation to produce such a high 
standard publication month after month. 


The four-year project to bring the Geelong Bird Report 
2013-2016 to publication was concluded in February. All 
club members have access to the pdf version. 
Congratulations to Craig Morley as editor, ably assisted 
by Richard Alcorn in processing the data into seasonal 
maps. A print copy will be available for purchase in late 
April. The report was made possible with grant funding 
from the City of Greater Geelong for specialised desktop 
publishing. 


The club’s digital media presence continues to grow. The 
GFNC Facebook page, used to promote club events, now 
has 788 followers. This is an important way for the club to 
raise its profile thanks to system administrator Graham 
Possingham. The internal discussion group on Facebook 
has 71 members. If club members are Facebook users 
we encourage them to sign on to our discussion page as 
it’s a good way to learn about nature. 


The importance of our web page for capturing and 
recording members’ observations cannot be understated. 
The easy-to-use system has been subject to hacker 
attack during the year and sign in will be necessary as of 
next month. The web page conveys information about our 
club and remains an essential way for the public to find 
us and learn about our activities. Thanks to Webmaster 


Dean Hewish for ensuring the system remains reliable 
and up to date. 


The weekly email to members of news items and 
reminders of environmental and nature events in the 
Geelong region continued to be sent out in 2018-2019. 
Whilst there has been positive feedback for it to continue, 
the club is looking for a volunteer to take on the role of 
writer from April 2019. 


Looking forward 

Thanks to all the members for your contribution to the 
club. | apologise that | have not acknowledged everyone 
who has played a part in helping the club fulfil its 
purposes. There is unfortunately always a need for willing 
volunteers in a nature-based association. Without 
labouring the point or stating the obvious, if more people 
are available to help it spreads the load. 

Volunteer-based clubs all suffer the same pressures. 


So, it is with a sadness that | relinquish the President’s 
role for health reasons. | thank the committee for their 
support this past 3 years. | wish to particularly thank 
Deborah Evans and David Boyle. Deborah has filled most 
roles on the committee at some stage in her almost 20 
year involvement. Also stepping down is David Boyle 
after 5 years. Both will continue to be actively involved 
within the club with Deborah continuing as Membership 
Officer and Chair of the Publication and Communication 
Subcommittee, while David will remain as chairperson on 
the GFNC Environment Fund Committee of 
Management. 


We welcome new members onto the committee as it is 
both positive and healthy for the club. As a result of the 
subcommittee structure that was established 18 months 
ago, it will hopefully not be an onerous task but a 
rewarding experience—as | have found it. 


Biodiversity Across Borders Conference 


Climate Change and Future landscapes 


Friday 14 June 2019 
The conference is held at the Mt Helen campus of Federation University 


Restoration and management of ecosystems in a changing climate 
Threatened species: solutions under climate and landscape change 
Management of waterways and wetlands in a changing climate 
Connecting people and nature: values, ethics, communication and practice 


The link to register for this free event is https://federation.edu.au/schools/school-of-health-and-life 
-sciences/research/conferences/biodiversity-across-the-borders 
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Treasurer’s Report 2018 


Summary 

The GFNC 2018 financial year shows a larger surplus 
than expected. Income of $8540 from subscriptions 
continues to cover the routine expenses of the newsletter 
(Geelong Naturalist), insurance, room hire, library 
purchases etc. This is the right balance, leaving 
donations, grants, cash reserves or fundraising to fund 
new or updated assets or environmental activities. 
Although we showed a large cash surplus of $21 295 
across all accounts, about $20 000 of this was ‘once off’, 
so underlying cash flow is close to balanced. In contrast, 
the budget for 2019 shows an expected deficit of around 
$6000 after two once-off items. 


Income 

Membership income* for 2018 came from 43 joint 
memberships and 137 individual memberships, plus a 
few corporate and junior members. Rates were held the 
same—and will also stay the same for 2019—and income 
was up 95 per cent. 


We received $4900 in donations—over 3 times more than 
in 2017, including $3170 that was directed into the 
tax-deductible Geelong Field Naturalists Environment 
Fund. Significantly, as mentioned in last year’s report, in 
January we banked a $15 000 bequest from the estate of 
Margery Rix. We have earmarked $10 000 of this for an 
annual $1000 scholarship, named in Margery’s honour, 
for a Gordon Diploma of Conservation and Land 
Management student. Bank interest did not rise, despite 
higher cash, as the term deposit pays out on maturity in 
May 2019. 


The other notable sum was a $5000 grant from the City 
of Greater of Geelong towards the Geelong Bird Report 
2013-2016, which will not be spent until 2019. 


Expenditure 

Costs for the Geelong Naturalist of $2876, continue to fall 
slowly as more people opt for electronic distribution. 
Other ongoing necessary expenses were similar to 2017, 
with the main items being insurance and incorporation 
fees $1203; books for the Library $359; expenses for our 
various guest speakers $1427, including $783 for 
purchase of new GFNC mugs and copies of Trevor’s 
book and Rob Ganly’s book as future gifts; general 
stationery & admin $512 and meeting room hire $540. 
Field survey costs of $1776 were high as it included the 
triennial cost of $555 for our Scientific Permit, plus $937 
for mileage that was covered by a grant from the CCMA. 


The ‘Special Project’ cost of $548 was mainly $500 for 
the Gordon Scholarship. As mentioned earlier, from 2019 
onwards this will be $1000 a year. We also supported our 


Graham Possingham, Honorary Treasurer 


fellow organisations with donations of $100 each going to 
Environmental Justice Victoria, the Conservation Ecology 
Centre at Cape Otway, BirdLife Australia, the Victorian 
National Parks Association, and Environment Victoria. 
We also planned to support eBird but that slipped into 
2019 due to payment difficulties. 


We spent $596 on memberships with other organisations 
including the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, Friends of 
Geelong Botanic Gardens (a condition of our meeting 
room hire), the Australian Conservation Foundation, the 
Geelong Environment Council and Geelong 
Sustainability. 


The only significant capital item from the main club 
account was for camera equipment for use in fauna 
surveys $1166. The Environment Fund funded a nest box 
camera $925. 


Net assets 

Cash reserves, including the Environment Fund, stand at 
$49 387. This seems high but includes the $5000 grant 
for the bird report and we will also have expenditures in 
2019 for the Nature Forum. We reviewed the carrying 
value of our physical assets to include recent 
acquisitions, with some old camera equipment being 
written off. Total assets rose by over $21 000 to $81 423, 
of which $20 000 is the Rix bequest and the bird report 
grant. 


Other matters 

With the Rix bequest making our cash rather high, we 
moved $25 000 in May into a 12-month Term Deposit, 
securing a higher interest rate of 2.2 per cent than the 0.5 
per cent we obtain for the Savings account. This gives us 
$425 a year for ‘nothing’ and we plan to roll that over until 
we need the cash. We also set up a debit card—at no 
cost—to allow easier payment of bills that require a credit 
card to pay. This means that almost all payments can be 
done electronically. Monthly GN postage is the main one 
where there is currently no good alternative to a cheque. 
Membership payments are about 60 per cent by direct 
transfer. We do need to prepare for the day when 
cheques cease to exist. 


The account shows income and expenditure for the 2019 
trip to King Island to cover deposits for flights and 
accommodation. This will be significantly higher in 2019 
but will continue to be ‘passed though’ with participants 
covering the full costs. 


*Membership income numbers do not match exactly to the actual membership as some members pay early or take 


up membership late in the year. 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013708R 


CBA Cheque Account Number 063 525 10034365 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 


FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 


Cash book balance brought forward 
RECEIPTS 
Subscriptions from members 
Ordinary 
Joint/Family 
Organisation libranes 
Corporate 
Junior/FT Student 
Part-time Student 
Total 


Proceeds from fund raising 
Donations 

Government grants (CoGG)/other grants 
Field surveys 

Sale of items at cost 

Bird Report sales & prepaid postage 
Geelong Bird Checklist 

Excursion & camp receipts 

Special Projects 

Sundnes 

Total 


Less PAYMENTS 

Printing of Geelong Naturalist 
Posting Geelong Naturalist 
Geelong Bird Report - print & post 
Stationery, printing - general 
Subscriptions/memberships 
Insurance premiums + Incorporation fees 
Meeting Room hire 

Guest speaker travelling expenses 
Library purchases 

Items for resale (at cost) 

Exhibition & Displays 

Travelling expenses (field surveys) 
Purchase of equipment 

Repairs & maintenance of equipment 
Donations / Grants 

Excursion & camp fees 

Special projects 

Bank charges 

Sundries 

Transfer to CBA savings 


Total 


Cash book balance at end of year 
Unpresented cheques 
CBA bank balance at end of year 


01-Jan-17 to 31-Dec-17 


$ 


$ 4,540.00 
$ 3,065.00 
$ E 

$ 445.00 
$ 75.00 
S 40.00 


$ 


$ 8,165.00 


640.00 
2,000.00 


350.00 
70.00 


AAAA AAAA A 


1,846.55 
1,062.06 


538.30 
544.00 
1,159.93 
539.97 
1,097.32 
713.69 
469.00 
57.00 
610.00 
3,574.36 
110.00 
400.00 


1,025.00 


14.00 


HAHAAHA AHAHAHA AAA AAAH A 


$ 1,894.60 


$ 
4230.78 


$11,425.00 


$13,761.18 | 


$ 1,894.60 


01-Jan-18 to 31-Dec-18 


$ 


$ 5,480.00 
$ 2,580.00 


$ 


100.00 


$ 300.00 


$ 
$ 


60.00 
20.00 


$ $ 
1894.60 


S 8,540.00 


S - 
$16,730.44 
S$ 5,500.00 
937.20 
350.00 
25.00 


1,875.00 


NNANNNNN N 


$ 33,957.64 


1,762.10 
1,113.50 


S 

S 

S 5 
$ 512.54 
S 596.00 
$ 1,203.12 
S 540.00 
S 1,427.15 
S 358.96 
S 553.05 
S 60.85 
S 1,776.06 
S 1,166.00 
$ 319.95 
S 500.00 
S$ 1,735.00 
S 547.50 
S 
S 
S 


46.22 
15,000.00 


S 29,218.00 


S 6,634.24 


S 6,634.24 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013708R 
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENDITURE & ASSETS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 


31-Dec-2017 31-Dec-2018 Notes 
$ $ 
INCOME 
Subscriptions from members $ 8,165.00 $ 8,540.00 
Proceeds from fund raising 5 - S - 
Donations to club $ 840.00 $ 16,730.44 Includes $15000 Rix Bequest 
Donations to Environment Fund $ 721.00 $ 3,170.00 
Grants incl. for field surveys $ 2,000.00 $ 6,437.20 Includes $5000 for bird report 
Bank interest $ 154.84 $ 120.82 
Sale of books, pens, clothes $ 350.00 S 350.00 
Sales of Geelong Bird Report $ 70.00 $ 25.00 
Sales of Bird Checklist $ - S - 
Camp & Excursion fees received $ - $ 1,875.00 2019 King Is trip deposit 
Sundries $ - S - 
Cameras from CCMA (in kind) $ 1,400.00 
Total Income $ 13,700.84 S 37,248.46 
EXPENDITURE 
Meeting Room Hire $ 539.97 $ 540.00 
Guest speaker travel expenses/gifts $ 1,097.32 $ 1,427.15 
Stationery & printing - general $ 538.30 $ 512.54 
Insurance premiums & incorporation fees $ 1,159.93 $ 1,203.12 
Geelong Naturalist - print & post $ 2,908.61 $ 2,875.60 
Geelong Bird Report $ - S - 
Subscriptions & memberships $ 544.00 S$ 596.00 
Donations $ 400.00 $ 500.00 
Equipment - purchase, repair & maintenance $ 3,684.36 $ 1,485.95 Cameras 
Field surveys - expenses $ 610.00 S 1,776.06 
Library purchases S 713.69 $ 358.96 
Camp & Excursion payments $ 7 S 1,735.00 2019 King Is trip deposit 
Exhibition & Displays $ 57.00 $ 60.85 
Special projects $ 1,025.00 S 547.50 $500 Gordon scholarship 
Environment Fund Grants $ 1,735.00 Includes Nest Box camera 
Sundries $ 14.00 $ 46.22 
Items for resale $ 469.00 $ 553.05 
Total Expenditure $ 13,761.18 S 15,953.00 
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) -$ 60.34 S 21,295.46 
ASSETS 
Cash balance in CBA Cheque A/c at end of year $ 1,894.60 $ 6,634.24 
Balance in CBA Savings account $ 25,270.62 $ 15,391.44 
Term Deposit at CBA $ 25,000.00 
Equipment $ 14,515.00 $ 13,802.72 
Library stock $ 16,660.71 $ 17,019.67 
Shares in Timboon Bushland Coop $ 250.00 $ 250.00 
Items for sale 5 761.20 S$ 964.25 
Environment Fund $ 926.00 $ 2,361.00 
Total Assets $ 60,278.13 S 81,423.32 
LIABILITIES 
Unpresented cheques S - S - 
Total Liabilities $ - S - 
NETT ASSETS $ 60,278.13 $ 81,423.32 


These statements will be available at fhe Annual General Meeting or by request from the Treasurer. 
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Out and about: A little more about crabs 


fter hearing about the Christmas Island land crabs, 

| wondered about our marine crabs. Mainland 
Australia has land crabs, rainforest crabs and desert 
crabs, as well as freshwater crabs, but the majority of our 
crabs live in the sea, walking along the bottom. Some 
come on to the shore, scuttling across the sand or hiding 
under rocks. A few can swim. 


Crabs are decapods, with four pairs of walking legs and 
two with pincers. Their bodies are encased in a hard 
carapace, which is moulted as they grow, leaving them 
vulnerable until the new shell has hardened. When 
moulting the crab must extract all of itself, including its 
legs, mouthparts, eyestalks, and even the lining of the 
front and back of the digestive tract, from the old shell. 
This is a difficult process and can take many hours. They 
can be as tiny as 3.5 mm, or up to 46 cm across the 
carapace. Legs can be long and spidery or thick and 
squat. The larger crabs are very good eating; 1.5 million 
tonnes are harvested annually. 


There are hundreds of Australian species. | will introduce 
you to a few of the interesting ones close to home. 


It is autumn and up to ten thousand Giant Spider Crabs 
Leptomithrax gaimardii will be walking into Port Phillip 
Bay, congregating on the sea floor off Rye and 
Blairgowrie. They gather to moult, feeling safer en masse 
from predators, although many are eaten by stingrays 
and some at the edges are cannibalised. The invasive 
Northern Pacific Starfish, which has been seen 
clambering over them, probably also eat them. The 
spectacle of thousands of large orange crabs against the 
bare sandy sea floor is an amazing sight. The process of 
moulting takes up to an hour and all the crabs moult at 
the same time. A very few have been seen mating. When 
their shells have hardened, they disperse throughout Port 
Phillip Bay or return to Bass Strait and beyond. Little is 
known of their history for the rest of the year. When 
breeding, they form large groups of one hundred or more, 
but are otherwise solitary. 


Sand Crabs Ovalipes australiensis are particularly agile, 
being able to bury rapidly into the sand by digging 
backwards when disturbed, leaving only their stalked 
eyes poking up into the water above. Fishermen find 
them a nuisance, biting their bare feet in shallow waters 
and expertly removing bait from their fishing hooks. They 
are usually active at night. They are a commercial 
species, growing up to 11 cm across the carapace. The 
daily catch limit for recreational fishermen is 30 per 
person. In August 2015 Fisheries Victoria officers seized 
285 illegally caught sand crabs at Ocean Grove and 
released them back into the Barwon estuary. There had 
recently been an influx of these crabs in the river. 


Shaggy Seaweed Crabs Anacinetops stimpsoni are 
difficult to find because of the camouflage they 
accumulate over their body. The camouflage, usually 
algae, sea mosses, etc., is attached by hooks or grows 
directly on the exoskeleton. It mimics the crab's 
environment, sometimes completely hiding the animal. 
They feed on organic matter. The carapace grows up to 
25 mm wide. 


Valda Dedman 


Ridged Sponge Crabs Stimdromia lateralis have the last 
two pairs of walking legs held over the top of the 
carapace and with tiny pincers to hold on to the sponge or 
sea squirt that acts as its camouflage. Because they rely 
on camouflage and move very little to escape detection 
by predators, sponge crabs can be difficult to spot under 
rocks or among algae. They live under stones, usually 
associated with sponges or ascidians, from low intertidal 
to depths of 220 m. Species of Stimdromia are unusual 
among crabs in that young crabs hatch from the eggs 
carried by the female and stay with the mother for several 
weeks. There is no planktonic larval stage. 


Shore Crabs 

Four-toothed Shore Crabs Paragrapsus quadridentatus 
are active movers and race for shelter when disturbed. 
Because they can survive for several hours out of water, 
they are able to live above the low-tide level on rocky 
shores. They are scavengers, using their claws to tear 
apart dead fish and rotting seaweed. 


European Shore Crabs Carcinus maenus were first 
recorded in Port Phillip Bay in 1900, introduced there 
accidentally on ships from the UK or Europe. They have 
since spread throughout coastal Victoria, eastern South 
Australia and northern Tasmania. The crab is very 
aggressive, with strong pincers. It feeds on native shore 
crabs and may be a threat to these. In Victoria, European 
shore crabs have been found in Gippsland, Port Phillip 
Bay and west to Apollo Bay. They are most often seen in 
the intertidal zone (mud and rocks) and sub-tidally 
amongst seagrass. European shore crabs can now be 
taken in unlimited numbers everywhere other than the 
intertidal zone of Port Phillip Bay. They must not be used 
as live bait. 


The carapace of the Six-legged Crab Hexapinus 
granuliferus is much broader than long, with fine dorsal 
granulation that is obscured by a mat of hairs in larger 
individuals. Eyes are reduced and moveable. It has only 
three well-developed pairs of extremely hairy walking legs 
that bear a fringe of longer setae on the margins. The 
Carapace can be up to 1.5 cm wide. 


Three pairs of walking legs instead of the usual four are 
characteristic of the crab family Hexapodidae, to which 
this species belongs. Another striking feature is the very 
broad carapace. They are often found in the papery tubes 
of species of the polychaete genus Chaetopterus. 


Triangle Crab Trigonoplax longirostris. Nothing is known 
of the biology of the Triangle Crab but it probably uses its 
fine claws to pick up tiny fragments of food among the 
algae where it hides. It is found in Port Phillip Bay. 


Tubercular Pear Crab or American Spider Crab 
Pyromaia tuberculata. This small, pale, thin-legged crab 
was first discovered in Port Phillip Bay in about 1990, 
having been introduced by shipping. It is the only 
common shallow-water species with a single, rather than 
paired, rostrum on a simple pear-shaped body. It is now 
an important food source for bottom-feeding fish. 
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Soldier Crabs Mictyris platycheles move in large groups 
across exposed sand flats at low tide, looking for plant 
and animal matter left by the retreating water. When 
disturbed all the animals quickly burrow under the 
surface, corkscrewing into an instantly made shallow 
cavity in the sand. They walk forward, instead of 
sideways like other crabs. Found on muddy or sandy 
flats, they emerge from their burrows as the tide recedes. 
So called because they form ‘armies’. In some places 
hundreds or even thousands can be seen walking across 
the mud or sand, feeding on organic matter. 


Rough Rock Crabs Nectocarcinus integrifrons are active 
during the day. When a male finds a female to mate with, 
he carries her around between his claws until she moults 
and is ready to mate. 


Hickman's Pea Crabs Pinnotheres hickmani live like 
peas in a pod, inside the shells of bivalve molluscs, such 
as mussels. Males are smaller than the females. 


Holothuroid Pea Crabs Ostracotheres holothuriensis. 
The round pea-shaped carapace gives the common 
name to this tiny crab that lives in the gut cavities of 
holothuroids (sea cucumbers), and in the ascidian (sea 
squirt) Herdmania momus. While the relationship has 
been viewed as symbiotic or commensal, the benefits for 
the partners are not clear. 


The Tasmanian Giant Crab Pseudocarcinus gigas is a 
very large species of crab that resides on rocky and 
muddy bottoms in the oceans off Southern Australia on 
the edge of the continental shelf. It is the only species in 
the genus Pseudocarcinus. It lives at depths of 20-820 
m, moving lower in winter, following temperatures as it 
prefers12—14°C. It can grow up to 46 cm wide and weigh 
17.6 kg. It has one very large claw, whose purpose is 
unknown. When brought to the surface, the crabs appear 
to be rather weak and ungainly and are barely able to lift 
the giant claw. 


The Tasmanian Giant Crab feeds on carrion and 
slow-moving species, including gastropods, crustaceans 
(anomura and brachyura) and starfish. They breed in 
June and July, and the female carries the 0.5—2 million 
eggs for about four months. After hatching, the planktonic 
larvae float with the current for about two months before 
settling on the bottom. The species is long-lived and 
slow-growing; juveniles moult their carapace every three 
to four years and adult females about once every nine 
years. This greatly limits the breeding frequency, as 
mating is possible only in the period directly after the old 
carapace has been shed and the new one is still soft. 


It is fished commercially in Tasmania, Victoria and South 
Australia, some being exported overseas. The industry 
must be strictly controlled because of the crab’s slow 
growth. 


Swimming crabs swim only poorly and some never 
swim at all. The most accomplished swimming crabs 
have broad paddle-like last legs that get them off the 
bottom where they spend most of their time buried in the 
sand. Many swimming crabs are active and aggressive. 
The Ridged Swimming Crab Liocarcinus corrugatus has 
a worldwide distribution and is found in Port Phillip Bay. It 
grows to 26 mm wide. 
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New Zealand Paddle Crab Ovalipes catharus. This 
species of swimming crab is more common on the coasts 
of New Zealand but is also reported from south-eastern 
Australia. Spending much of their time in sandy or muddy 
sediments, paddle crabs are efficient swimmers, using 
the flattened last pair of legs as paddles. These 
swimming legs and the pointed, toothed and spined 
claws enable them to be highly active and aggressive 
predators. 


Some crabs are not considered to be true crabs for 
various reasons. True crabs belong to the group 
Brachyura, while the ‘false’ crabs are in the group 
Anomura. 


Hermit crabs are unlike other crabs because their 
abdomen is not covered by an exoskeleton, but is soft 
and delicate. To overcome this problem, they use 
discarded snail shells for protection. Like other 
crustaceans, hermit crabs moult in order to grow, but 
when their shell becomes too small, they must go in 
search of another one. They inspect the shells by holding 
them up and turning them over before leaving the safety 
of their current home. Sometimes the chosen shell just 
isn't right so they move back to their original shell and 
start the search again. Competition for the best shells can 
be tough and occasionally fights break out between 
hermit crabs. 


Spiny Porcelain Crabs Petrocheles australiensis are 
active, aggressive animals, but they are probably filter 
feeders. Their long antennae and small fifth legs 
distinguish them from true crabs. 


Hairy Porcelain Crab Polyonyx transversus. This 
unusual porcelain crab is likely to be seen only in 
samples of mud dug from the bottom of Port Phillip Bay 
or similar environments. It lives in a papery tube shared 
with a large polychaete worm, sometimes in male-female 
pairs. The dirty, muddy-orange carapace is wider than 
long and the claws are hairy. 


Hairy Stone Crabs Lomis hirta differ from true crabs 
because they only have three pairs of obvious legs 
besides the claws. They rely on their muddy appearance 
as a camouflage, clinging invisibly to the undersides of 
rocks rather than fleeing from predators. 


References 
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A brief history of the GFNC views regarding duck hunting 


he Geelong Field Naturalists Club (GFNC) has had 

slightly mixed feelings about duck hunting since its 
earliest inception in the 1880s. An article in The Wombat 
magazine from 1896 notes the following response to the 
slaughter of hundreds of ducks by some hunters, ‘We are 
fond of a little shooting ourselves, but not such “sport!”. 


During the early 1990s a motion was put at a general 
meeting that the GFNC oppose all duck hunting. There 
was an ensuing debate with points put for and against. 
The motion was lost in a close vote and the GFNC 
adopted a ‘balanced approach’, neither supporting nor 
Opposing duck hunting. 


By 2010, at the end of the Millenium drought, there were 
moves by hunting groups to hold a standard duck 
season. At that time, GFNC members surveying Reedy 
Lake had noted a range of water birds (including several 
Australasian Bitterns) concentrated at the lake, one of the 
few remaining local freshwater wetlands with any water. 


The issue was raised at the GFNC Bird Group and there 
was strong support to change GFNC policy and to 
oppose duck hunting. In February 2010, the motion below 
was put and passed overwhelmingly at the general 
meeting. 


Motion: That the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
strongly urges that the State Government legislates 
to ban future duck shooting seasons. The 
populations of wildfowl in Victoria have declined 
during the prolonged drought of the past 10 years. 
Many other waterbirds besides ducks are facing 
severe decline and duck shooting creates major 
disruptions to their feeding and roosting, threatening 
their survival. 


Most Australian states have stopped recreational 
duck shooting. The Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
believes that Victoria should also stop the 
unnecessary and environmentally destructive activity 
of recreational duck shooting. 


The GFNC has not involved itself in direct action on the 
wetlands but correspondence opposing recreational duck 
hunting was sent regularly to the Hunting Advisory 
Committee and state government representatives. At the 
same time, the GFNC acknowledged that the Field and 
Game organisation have made some significant 
contributions to wetland conservation at Reedy Lake and 
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Hospital Swamp but we opposed their arguments 
supporting ongoing recreational duck hunting. 


In late February 2019, Rod Lowther and | represented the 
GFNC at a regional meeting of the Game Management 
Authority (GMA), the body formed to advise government 
after the demise of the Hunting Advisory Committee. An 
independent review of the GMA commissioned by the 
GMA board was highly critical of the GMA and its ability 
to enforce hunting regulations. There have been changes 
to the GMA board and they were now attempting to gain 
more input from community groups. At this informal 
meeting in Geelong—that also included representatives 
from several hunting organisations—we put our view that 
the impending duck season should be stopped as it 
would cause significant harm to the many non-target 
water birds concentrated at local wetlands by the very dry 
conditions. The hunters were disappointed that the duck 
season had reduced bag limits and a shorter duration. 


In early March, surveys by GFNC members at Hospital 
Swamp recorded high numbers of Curlew Sandpipers 
along with significant numbers of other migratory 
shorebirds, crakes and an Australasian Bittern. This 
resulted in Hospital Swamp being temporarily closed to 
duck hunting but it could be reopened if the reason for 
closure no longer exists (i.e. the birds have left on 
migration). 


Most of the field naturalist clubs based in Victoria, Birdlife 
Australia and other environmental groups now actively 
oppose duck hunting. A broad overview of the threats 
posed by the continuation of recreational duck shooting is 
found in the submissions to the GMA regarding the 2019 
duck season on their website at 


http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/research/duck/duck-season- 
considerations 


Is it time that we pursued our policy more actively? 
‘Recreational Duck Hunting must stop! ‘ Discussion 
will take place at the May Conservation Group 
meeting. Have your say by sending a message to 
info@gfnc.org.au 


Reference 

Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck Shooting Inc. 
Website, https://www.regionalvictoriansotds.com/ 

Birdlife Australia, Recreational Waterfowl Hunting Policy, 
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/POL-Rec- 
Waterfowl-Hunting.pdf. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. 
Donations of $2.00 or more are tax-deductible. 
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Jerringot Wetlands Clean Up Australia Day 
3 March 2019 


t was a warm day when seven club members and one 
visitor turned up to begin the annual clean up around 
Jerringot. 


We got underway quickly and 13 large bags of rubbish 
were collected, together with larger miscellaneous items. 
This is similar to other years. 


Most of the rubbish collected is found along the Barwon 


Bela Bard-Brucker 


Heads Road frontage of Jerringot, coming from the 
passing traffic. With water levels very low in the wetland, 
it was possible to retrieve items which had blown into the 
water. 


Luckily there were no encounters with the Tiger Snakes 
which have been seen in recent months. 


A big thankyou to all the participants. 


March Wider Geelong Flora Lecture report—Threatened Flora of the 
Anglesea area, Rani Hunt (DELWP) 


Rai is a Biodiversity Conservation Officer working 
with the Department of Environment, Land Water 
and Planning (DELWP). For more than ten years, she 
has been involved in a project to research and manage 
the protection of four species of plants in the Anglesea 
area that are listed under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 


The project has involved mapping the location of known 
plants; searching for new specimens; checking the 
flowering success of the plants; threat assessments and 
monitoring the response of the plants to fires. The 
project enlisted volunteer support from members of 
ANGAIR, the Friends of Eastern Otways and other 
community groups. Community awareness of the plight 
of these plants was heightened through the production of 
fact sheets, social media articles, newsletters and 
presentations. 


The four EPBC listed plants were: 


Anglesea Grevillea Grevillea infecunda. This unusual 
grevillea appears to reproduce solely by root-suckering 
and does not form viable seeds. DNA testing has shown 
that most plants within an area are clones that have 
developed from a single ancestor. It is nationally listed 
as Vulnerable and has an estimated total population of 
1500 plants. This grevillea is restricted to the Anglesea 
area with most known populations on public land 
managed by Parks Victoria or DELWP. 
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Spiral-leaved Sun-orchid Thelymitra matthewsii. This 
sun orchid is only known to occur in locations in Victoria 
and South Australia but it is rare throughout its range 
and has a sporadic distribution. The leaves of this orchid 
are twisted into spirals. The plants flower from late winter 
to early spring. There are four sites within the Anglesea 
area that have been monitored during the project. 


Angahook Fingers Orchid Caladenia maritima. This 
species was discovered by Margaret MacDonald in 1998 
and is known from a single locality in the Anglesea area. 
There are around 500 plants in existence. 


Robust Spider Orchid Caladenia valida. This spider 
orchid has only been recorded from a few sites within the 
Anglesea zone and may be extinct in this area. It is 
extremely rare across Victoria. 


A variety of threats to the survival of these four species 
has been noted. These range from human disturbance 
such as trampling and trail bikes or 4WD vehicles illegally 
off-track through to over browsing by kangaroos and 
wallabies, or repeated fuel reduction burning. Recovery 
plans have been produced to address these and other 
threats facing these Anglesea threatened species. 


In praise of the Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016 


‘O ne of the best bird reports, anywhere in the world’, 
said Duncan Mackenzie of BirdLife Australia’s 
Gluepot Reserve. 1 think this will be inspiring to several 
groups here in India’, suggests Suhel Quader of Bird 
Count India. This Report and the analysis of the Geelong 
region’s birds compares very favourably with any other 
report of this type, from anywhere in the world. 


Fantastic and amazing are much repeated words in 
praise of the Geelong Bird Report 2013-16, a publication 
of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. Some others are 
absolutely wonderful, excellent, memorable, superb, 
helpful and fabulous. 


No wonder! Craig Morley, the editor, assisted by Richard 
and Margaret Alcorn, have sorted and analysed more 
than 306 000 records of bird sightings (Submitted to 
eBird Australia, Birdata and the GFNC website) of 318 
bird species, by 630 observers in the Geelong region 
during this period, putting the state of our birds into 
precise context for the first time. Consequently, it 
provides readers with an enormous amount of 
information, and does this in such a way as to make that 
information full of interest to a wide audience. 


It has been a massive task, (a PhD’s worth, more than 
one person responded!) and has created an enduring 
record and analysis of the populations of birds in the 
Geelong area. The information will be valuable to a wide 
range of decision makers, as well as to dedicated bird 
watchers and those with a general interest in the birds 
around them. 


The work represents a new standard in the analytics 
of recording, reviewing and interpreting 
observations. This has been made possible by a 
combination of technology and lots of hard work from 
Craig and Richard. 


The maps and charts clearly and attractively present the 
presence and density of each species during six 
‘seasons’ of the year. Their desire for clarity was brought 
into focus for Richard and Craig by the regular arrival of 
the Pallid Cuckoo to the Geelong region in the last week 
of August. The usual four season concept would mask 
this, as well as movements of other birds. Sharper focus, 
with six ‘seasons’, worked for individual species, and for 
the bigger picture generally. Curiously, the six season 
concept decided upon by Craig and Richard because it 
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suits the movement of birds, also reflects, although not 
precisely, the six season understanding of our climate by 
the indigenous people of our region, and across southern 
Australia. This is spelled out in the Gariwerd seasons of 
western Victoria described on the Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology website. 


Consequently, the report contains a wealth of insights 
into the distribution and movements of our birds and 
makes it easy to get a sense of their distribution, density 
and seasonality. This will make it a wonderful and helpful 
resource for serious ornithologists and to students of 
ecology, as well as for newbies to the birding game, 
beginning to familiarise themselves with local and visiting 
birds. 


It has wider implications as well. The senses and the 
perceptions of other living creatures, while different from 
ours, run parallel to them, and are intrinsically entwined 
with us in a shared ecosystem’ says Felicity Spear, 
Birdlife Australia. The 2013-2016 Geelong Bird Report 
implicitly draws attention not only to the wonder of nature 
but also the necessity to protect and value its survival, as 
well as our own. 


A pdf version of the Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016 is 
available on request at info@gfnc.org.au and within 
days orders will be finalised for a small print run at $65 
per copy. Please send an email asap to 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com if you wish to purchase a 
print copy. 


With thanks to the following people for their feedback 
and comments, all of which have been used in this 
article: Duncan Mackenzie, Suhel Quader and Felicity 
Spear and also to Dr Jenny Lau (BirdLife Australia), 
Bryan Roberts (DELWP), Nicole Gray, David Jones, 
Silvana Benacchio, Roger Thomas, Jessica Radford, 
John Peter, Richard Alcorn, Margaret Alcorn, Margaret 
Cameron, Tom Fletcher, Dr Tonia Cochran (Inala Nature 
Tours), Barry Lingham, Peter Menkhorst and Trevor 
Pescott. 


Reference 

Indigenous Weather Knowledge, Bureau of Meteorology 
website, http:/Awww.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/ 
gariwerd.shtml 


Native bees, wasps and ants 
Thursday April 4, 9.55 a.m—12.15 p.m. 
State Wide Integrated Flora and Fauna Teams (SWIFFT) online seminar 


Time to think about the small things in life and gain a better understanding of these insects, their role and conservation 
status. Presentations will be given by Dr Ken Walker, Museums Victoria, Erinn Fagan-Jeffries, PhD student, University 
of Adelaide, Peter Muller and Karen Retra, co-founder of The Wild Pollinator Count. 


You can attend thye video conference at an office location or online from your own computer. Registrations can be made at 





https:/www.eventbrite.com.au/e/swifft-seminar-thursday-4-april-2019-tickets-58616531624 
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Peregrine Falcons of Point Henry 


t's fair to say that certain bird species are connected to 

certain locations. For example, when | hear someone 
mention Moolap Salt Works | instantly think of Banded 
Stilts, for Reedy Lake it’s Glossy Ibis and for Lake Lorne 
its Freckled Ducks. 


In any discussion that includes Point Henry the iconic 
Peregrine Falcon floods into my subconscious. The 
Peregrine Falcon has had a long association with this 
area. Exactly when they appeared is unknown. Were 
Peregrine Falcons in the area before Alcoa commenced 
building in 1960, or when smelting commenced in 1962? 
If anyone has any early records | would love to hear from 
them. 


Alcoa commenced full production in 1964 and one would 
presume that with the new building structures at Point 
Henry, introduced Feral Pigeons would have utilised 
these structures as breeding locations. Feral Pigeons are 
the main source of food for Peregrines, but they also 
hunt an array of native species including Silver Gulls. 
During the autumn and winter months | have seen 
Peregrines hunt Hoary-headed Grebe which mass in 
huge rafts on Corio Bay. 


Records from GFNC bird reports kindly provided by 
Trevor Pescott show that in 1996 two Peregrines were 
active in the area (record by Rob Mackenzie). In 1998 
three eggs were discovered on the conveyer belt leading 
to the pier (Margaret Cameron). These eggs failed to 
hatch. In 1999 a purpose built box was placed on the 
loading structure at the end of the pier with one egg 
observed on 15 September 1999 (Rob Mackenzie and 
Werner Jensen). This breeding episode also failed but 
on 26 October 2001 two young birds did successfully 
fledge (Rob Ganly). 


There have been ongoing sightings of Peregrines at 
Point Henry since those early records, with breeding 
episodes occurring on a electricity pylon in a Little Raven 
nest to the south of the plant in 2013 and 2014 (David 
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Tytherleigh). This site was abandoned in 2015, although 
a sighting in February 2016 of a juvenile male feeding on 
a pylon would indicate breeding occurred at another 
nearby location (David Tytherleigh). 


With the Alcoa plant commencing closure in 2014, and 
demolition beginning in 2017, all high vantage points 
utilised by the Peregrines have slowly disappeared. 
Presently only a few high structures remain along the 
eastern boundary with the falcons utilising an old rusty 
furnace as a daytime perch and a breeding location. In 
late 2018 both male and female juveniles successfully 
fledged from this site (David Tytherleigh). 


A article in the Geelong Advertiser on 17 November 
2018 entitled ‘Changing skyline as Point Henry emerges’ 
detailed the process and timeline of demolition, stating 
that only two structures will remain standing, one being 
part of the former bake-house and the other the water 
tower bearing the Alcoa trademark. 


Whether the Peregrines move on to these two remaining 
structures or abandon the Point Henry site altogether 
remains to be seen. The falcons have demonstrated so 
far that they have been able to adjust to a diminished 
landscape. It’s my hope that they can utilise the height of 
the remaining water tower and that there is sufficient 
ledge space around the rim to facilitate breeding. Time 
will tell. 


Hopefully, in future conversations concerning Point 
Henry, we can speak of Peregrine Falcons as being 
present rather than as a species that once existed at this 
location. After all, having the fastest bird on the planet on 
our doorstep is indeed a special privilege and something 
to be cherished. 


References 
Communication with Trevor Pescott, GFNC Bird Reports, 
the Geelong Advertiser and personal observations. 





Peregrine Falcon, Point Henry, 11/3/19 
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Fauna survey report—Pollocksford 
1—2 March 2019 


Introduction 

The main purpose of the survey was to search for 
microbats, in particular the Large-footed Myotis, that may 
be feeding along the Barwon River valley immediately 
upstream from Pollocksford Road bridge. 


In the Geelong Naturalist vol. 41 issue 3 (July 2005) 
Grant Baverstock commented that The local status (of 
the Large-footed Myotis) is based on two records, one at 
Little River where they were located on the rock faces 
there and one on the Barwon River at Pollocksford that 
was based on a call and on watching two bats with a 
characteristic flight down the river. 


A check on the river showed that the flow in March 2019 
was relatively low, providing the opportunity to set a harp 
trap across the river at the narrow point at Pollocksford. 
Here a concrete ‘platform’ has been built on top of the 
rocky river-bed, with a small space left for low-level flow 
to pass. 


The area can be a popular place for people fishing and 
otherwise using the river, So we decided if we were to set 
a harp trap, we should avoid most of the weekend. We 
set the trap on Friday 1 March and checked it at 8.00 
a.m. on Saturday 2 March. 


We were unsuccessful in capturing any bats despite 
having seen a few flying in the area shortly after sunset 
on Friday evening. 
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Mayfly, Pollocksford, 2/3/19 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Group 


We recorded the fauna we saw as follows: 
Mammals — European Rabbits: relatively abundant. 


Reptiles — Southern Water-skink: many were noted 
among the rocks along the river-banks. 


Fish — Common Galaxias Galaxias maculatus: several 
small individuals noted. 

Flat-headed Gudgeon Philypnodon grandiceps: quite 
plentiful. Several were seen in the shallow water resting 
on the rocks at night. 

Eastern Gambusia (Mosquitofish) Gambusia holbrooki: 
extremely abundant. 


Insects — Carrion-beetle Ptomaphila lacrymosa: one 
found in the harp trap. 

Mayfly (possibly Atalophlebia albiterminata): one in the 
harp trap. 

Common Bluetail Damselfly /schnura heterosticta: 
abundant. 

Blue Skimmer Dragonfly Orthetrum caledonicum: 
abundant. 

Tau Emerald Dragonfly Hemicordulia tau: some present. 
Unicorn Darner Dragonfly Austroaeschna unicornis: one 
noted. 


Thanks: to Tracey, Grace, Lance and Helen for assisting 
in setting the harp trap in a very difficult site. 





Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for the Geelong Naturalist each month. 
If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! Please refer to the back page for submission details. 
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Fauna survey report—Bambra Wetlands 
7-10 March 2019 


Introduction 

Late last year, the GFNC were asked if we could assist 
the East Otway Landcare Group with a fauna survey of 
the Bambra Wetlands which are an integral part of the 
Retreat Creek Streamside Reserve—a minor Parks 
Victoria reserve. It is 4.35 ha in area. 


For at least the last 30 years the Landcare Group has 
been restoring and managing the wetlands; removing 
blackberry infestations, planting indigenous trees and 
shrubs provided by a local plant nursery, forming and 
maintaining walking tracks, and providing interpretative 
signage. From a neglected patch it has become a 
delightful sanctuary for a wide range of birds and other 
fauna. 


After some discussion, we settled on a survey date for 
the second weekend in March which would allow 
participation by any school students who wished to 
assist. Also it would be at a time when we could expect 
to catch any microbats that were present. 


Past surveys 

We have visited the Wetland Reserve on one previous 
occasion when from 7—22 March 2012 we had three Pix 
Controller cameras in place. The results, which were 
published in the Geelong Naturalist vol. 47, issue 11 
(April 2012), were Swamp Wallaby, Black Rat, Red Fox 
and Feral Cat. No small mammals were found. By 
contrast, there is a comprehensive bird-list compiled 
mainly by several experienced local bird-observers. 


Weather 

The weather was generally warm and sunny, with 
morning temperatures 10° to 14°C at 8.00 a.m. and rising 
to the mid-20s during the day. The nights were mild and 
calm. 


Methodology 

The fauna survey involved four activities viz. (1) Elliott 
trapping (2) harp trapping (3) surveillance cameras and 
(4) general observations. 


Elliott trapping 

Four transects, three with 10 traps and one with nine, 

were set on the afternoon of 7 March 2019. The traps 

contained the standard peanut butter, golden syrup and 

oatmeal bait; bedding; and the traps were in water-proof 

plastic sleeves. They were left in place for three nights, 

and checked each morning at 8.00 a.m. 

The traps in which animals were caught were not re-set, 

giving a total of 114 trap-nights. 

08/03/19 — House Mouse Mus musculus, one caught. 

09/03/19 — Agile Antechinus Antechinus agilis, one male 
caught. 

10/03/19 — Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes, one caught. 


Harp Trapping 

Three sites were used, one for two nights and two for 
one night each. The traps were checked each morning at 
8.00 a.m. 

08/03/19: one trap (H1), no catch. 
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09/03/19: two traps 

(H1) No catch, moved to H3. 

(H2) Chocolate Wattled Bat Chalinolobus morio, one 
male. 
Eastern False Pipistrelle Falsistrellus 
tasmaniensis, one female. 
Little Forest Bat Vespadelus vulturnus, one 
female. 

10/03/19: two traps 

(H2) no catch. 

(H3) Eastern False Pipistrelle, one male. 
Southern Forest Bat Vespadelus regulus, one 
male. 
Little Forest Bat, one male, one female. 


Surveillance cameras 
Four Best Guarder cameras were set at various places 
in the reserve on 10 March 2019 and collected on 18 
March 2019. Three were at ground level, one on a 
tree-trunk; all focused on a ‘bait cage’ containing the 
standard peanut butter-mix bait. 
Results: 
camera 1 — Feral Cat: a video of the cat at the bait-cage. 
Swamp Wallaby: video. 
camera 2 — Swamp Wallaby: video. 
House Mouse: video of two mice. 
camera 3 - Swamp Wallaby: single shots of a female 
with a large pouch young. 
Common Ringtail Possum: single shot photos. 
camera 4 — single shots, but no animal recorded. 


General observations 

Common Brushtail Possum, Common Ringtail Possum, 
Swamp Wallaby and Red Fox, and the Southern 
Boobook, were seen at night. Fox scats were also 
noted. 





Garden Skink, 07/3/19 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Mammal list 


Agile Antechinus One male caught in Elliott trap. 

Common Brushtail Possum Observed at night. 

Common Ringtail Possum Two seen at night, one on camera. 

Swamp Wallaby Observed day and night, also on camera. 
Chocolate Wattled Bat One male caught in harp trap. 

Eastern False Pipistrelle One male, one female caught in harp traps. 


Southern Forest Bat One male caught in harp trap. 

Little Forest Bat One male, two females caught in harp traps. 
House Mouse One caught in Elliott trap, also two on camera. 
Bush Rat One caught in Elliott trap. 

Red Fox Observed at night, scats noted. 

Feral Cat One photographed. 





Herpetofauna 

Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti: only about five seen. This was a surprise as the weather was warm and 
sunny, providing ideal basking and foraging conditions for lizards. 

Southern Brown Tree Frog Litoria ewing/: one tiny individual found. 


Bird list 


[Shining Bronize-Cuckoo | 7_| Yellow-faoed Honeyeater [| Australian Magpe |4 | 
[Black-shouldered Kile |1 [RedWatlebird [24 | Crested Shrkett |p | 
[Wedgetaied Eagle |1 | New Folland Honeyeater |p _| Grey Shrikethrush |2 | 
[Southern Boobook |1 | White-eared Honeyeater | p_ | Golden Whister |7 | 
Taughing Kookaburra | 2 | Whitenaped Foneyeater | p_ | Rufous Whister [7 | 
Yelow-taled Biack-Cockatoo | 2 | Brown-headed Honeyeater | p_ | Grey Fantail (subsp -aister |9 
[Suiphurcrested Cockatoo | 2 | Striated Pardalote | p_ | Eastem Yellow Ron |27 | 
[Superb Faiywren [6 | Striated Thomi |p | Common Backer [p | 
[Eastem Spinebil |1 | Grey Butcher |1 | Mistetoebra Ss 
OOO SSS Re bowed Fic ie a 





Bird list comments 

Where no numbers of individuals were listed, the 
species is indicated as p (present) 

The Southern Boobook was seen at night and it— 
or another—was disturbed the next day when we 
were checking the Elliott traps. 

“There were at least 150 swallows lined up on the 
powerlines in Deans Marsh township. 


Thanks 

To all who assisted in setting, checking and 
retrieving the traps. Many thanks to Lothar, Barry, 
Belinda, Angus, Jess and all the Landcare 
members who took part. Barry, Chrissy and George 
provided the bird list. A special thank you to Jill, 
who suggested the survey, provided background 
information, assisted in setting and checking the 
traps, and releasing the bats at night. 





Rufous Whistler, 09/3/19 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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March fauna report 


he Otway Ranges have provided some fascinating 

observations of both mammals and reptiles over the 
last month. On 14 March there were two Platypuses 
seen on Lake Elizabeth, one near the middle of the lake, 
the other near the north side—they were seen from the 
beach on the south side (RAu, BI). The lake is noted for 
the Platypus population but we receive few reports of 
them. 


Koalas are also abundant in the Otway Ranges. One was 
seen near West Barwon Reservoir and another near the 
Barwon River in Forrest on 13 March. The latter individual 
was heard at night, making many different calls over 
several minutes (RAu). The next day three were seen in 
trees beside Kaanglang Road and two in one tree above 
the canoe-launching platform beside Lake Elizabeth 
(RAu, Bl). Another was noted beside Antimony Track in 
the Pyrites Ranges on 26 February at night—there was a 
visible scent-patch on the tree trunk, suggesting it was a 
male (RAu). 


A Common Brushtail Possum was noted at night on 
13 March on the ground beside Red Carpet Trail near 
Kaanglang Road. It was in the process of changing trees 
that were about 2 m apart. It ‘froze’ about a metre up the 
tree when observed (RAu). Another individual was noted 
on Thirteenth Beach Road beside Blue Rocks on 

27 February, presumably road-killed (GA). 


Another of the Otway ‘specials’ is the Yellow-bellied 
Glider whose call had William Buckley terrified when he 
first heard it. To those who know the sound, it is a 
beautiful part of the forest night. On 9 March two were 
noted in the Lake Elizabeth camping ground (CFr, GA). 


On 26 February, a Sugar Glider was observed moving 
‘noisily’ around in a stringybark beside Antimony track in 
the Pyrites Range at 9.42 p.m. (RAu). 


Another sighting in the Pyrites Range was a Common 
Ringtail Possum. Noted at night beside Antimony Track 
at 10.15 p.m., it appeared to be browsing on some foliage 
(RAu). One was also seen in trees in Victoria Terrace, 
Belmont at 5.40 a.m. on 20 March (TP). The extremely 
hot weather we have had recently caused considerable 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Group 


distress to many species of mammals, with possums 
particularly vulnerable. On 3 March one was found on the 
Ocean Grove spit. ‘It was initially sitting on the edge of 
the recreation track, evidently overcome by the 

mid-thirty degree heat. It appeared to dip its mouth into a 
bottle cap of water but did not clearly drink. It was moved 
off the track to a dead shrub where it stayed, looking 
exhausted. It was not present there after a cool change 
during the following hour’ (CFr, GA). 


One of the most interesting sightings we have had 
recently is that of the tiny Feathertail Glider. At least two 
were seen, gliding and scrambling around a medium 
sized eucalypt in the Lake Elizabeth camp ground on 9 
March just after dark. They were very fast moving and 
hard to get a good look at (CFr, GA). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo. Seven hopped down the hill 
into suburban Bacchus Marsh about 5.10 p.m. on 7 
March, utilising sports grounds, crossing roads and 
through green belts and parks. They settled in Telford 
Park (RAu). 


Among the ‘herps’ was a report of a uniformly black or 
dark grey skink, about the size of a bluetongue but not as 
wide that ran in a straight line, not in a ‘wriggly’ way of a 
bluetongue. The legs were well formed and distinct. The 
description fitted a Black Rock Skink (TF, AH). 


Another of the Otway fauna, a Highlands Forest-Skink 
(McCoys Skink), was found under a discarded sheet of 
roofing iron at Yaugher on 18 March (TP). 


A Lowland Copperhead was found dead on the road at 
Hospital Swamp on 2 March (GD). Another small but 
lively specimen was disturbed from beneath a survey tile 
at Charlies Hole, near St Leonards on 21 March (TP). 


Observers: AH Angus Hartshorn, BI Bridget Inder, CFr 
Chrissy Freestone, GA George Appleby, GD Guy Dutson, 
RAu Ross Auchettl, TFl Tom Fletcher, TP Trevor Pescott. 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to other members and visitors. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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March bird observations—some highlights 


E arly March provided the ideal weather conditions for 
an amazing phenomenon of local birding interest. 
Several very hot days provided warm and windy 
conditions extending into the evening. To the bird 
observing community this is very typical of conditions 
which bring both Pacific Swifts and White-throated 
Needletails to our attention. We were not disappointed. 


As the detailed list of monthly bird records shows, found 
via the link in this report, Pacific Swifts were seen in 
probably unprecedented numbers and over a wide 
selection of suburbs. All were typically flying in the wild 
winds at variable altitude. An observer in Newtown spent 
a diligent few hours watching the skies, counting numbers 
and saw almost 7000 of these glorious masters of the air 
passing mostly very high to the NW. A few 
White-throated Needletails were also seen over the 
same weekend mixed with the Swifts. It was a birding 
memory not to be forgotten. 


There has not been any significant rain this month and as 
such most of our smaller wetlands are drying quickly. This 
has pushed birds into the few wetlands that contain 
water. This month’s records show very good numbers of 
birds like Wood Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper and 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in important Hospital Swamp. 
Belmont Common’s Jerringot wetlands similarly have all 
but dried up with good showings of Australian Spotted 
Crake, Spotless Crake and Buff-banded Rail. 


A nice flock of Banded Stilts was seen at Avalon and a 
lone Black-tailed Nativehen is still lurking at Torquay. 
The international waders like Bar-tailed Godwit and 
Eastern Curlew are hanging on before departing soon 
for their arctic breeding grounds. 


And the Little Egrets are still in and around the breeding 
area at Queenscliff moving back and forth to Swan Bay to 
feed as the tides dictate. 





Little Egret, nesting colony in Queenscliff 18/02/19 


Photo: Susan Kruss 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


Black Kites have been seen in suburban Geelong over 
recent months and a flock of eight birds very high over 
Highton seemed to be utilising the same strong winds that 
the Swifts were enjoying. Numerous Little Eagle records 
were submitted from various areas of Geelong this 
month. A juvenile Spotted Harrier, out in the western 
farmlands, was observed quartering over stubble coming 
closer and closer to eventually give very excited 
observers some wonderful views; especially when it 
doubled back to have a brief unsuccessful chase of an 
Australasian Bushlark. 


The change of seasons into autumn has been very 
evident with local bird sightings. The late summer-autumn 
arrival of Rufous Fantail, Rose Robin and 

Eastern Spinebill at the Geelong Botanic Gardens has 
been well documented this month and is quite an annual 
event. Pacific Koel was still heard in Highton with both 
the distinctive calls of the male and female being heard 
well into the last week of February. Our late 
summer-autumn Gang-gang Cockatoos are becoming 
locally common again and a young Pallid Cuckoo at 
Connewarre was a treat indicating a local breeding event. 


Beautiful Firetail records are few in our region, secreting 
themselves as they do in the damp dense Otway scrub. It 
was therefore excellent to have separate records from 
two localities this month. Rainbow Bee-eaters were seen 
in the dry woodlands north of Geelong and a flock of Tree 
Martins was probably gathering prior to migration or 
taking a rest after crossing Bass Strait. 


Australian King-Parrots are not common in Jan Juc and 
the records of the moderately common, yet infrequently 
recorded, Brush Bronzewings on the Otway Coast were 
much appreciated sightings. A breeding record of 

New Holland Honeyeaters in Newtown reminds us these 
birds can breed at almost any time of the year if 
conditions and food resources are adequate. 


Thanks again to all the observers, listed below, who so 
keenly and willingly provide records to the GFNC website 
https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 
and directly to eBird Australia. Try searching species and 
zoom in on the Geelong region to find out more about the 


records in eBird https://ebird.org/australia/map 


Observers: 

Andrew Weinmann; Angus Hartshorn; Barry Lingham; 
Brett Smith; Chrissy Freestone; Craig Morley; David 
Tytherleigh; Deborah Evans; Geoff Gates; George 
Appleby; Gordon McCarthy; Graham Possingham; Guy 
Dutson; lan McConchie; Jeff Dagg; Jennie Turner; 
Jennifer Carr; Jenny Possingham; John Newman; Maddie 
Glynn; Paul Schillier; Robert Missen; Rod Long; Rod 
Lowther; Ross Auchettl; Tom Fletcher. 
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March butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


his has been the month of the Dainty Swallowtail. They have been observed from Bacchus Marsh to Highton and 

the Botanic Gardens. One was photographed before being eaten by a dog! The most exciting has been the finding 
of eggs by John Newman and their subsequent hatching and becoming caterpillars. Four hatched and the biggest was 
about two centimetres long at last count. George Appleby is certain he saw a Macleay’s Swallowtail near Bambra; the 
green colouring is distinctive. Although not previously recorded from the Otways, they are known from Tasmania. 


The Australian Painted Ladies sheltering from the hot sun at Yollinko Wetlands may have been part of a northern 
migration. The Green Grass-darts flying up together were probably courting. Common Browns have been scarce. 
Wendy Cook says that these and even Cabbage Whites are rare at Meredith. 


Observers: 

BMt, Bernie McRitchie; BML, Bernie Lingham; BSm, Brett Smith; GA, George Appleby; GGt, Geoff Gates; 

GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; RAu, Ross Auchetti; RBt, Romy Bartlett; 
WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Macleay's Swallowtail | 10/3/19 | Private land 1 flew across a paddock towards a recreated GA 
near Bambra wetland, heading broadly westward. 
Wetlands 
Dainty Swallowtail 2/3/19 Highton 1 female seen fluttering around small potted 
mandarin in hot sun, late morning. 
Photographed. Possibly egg laying (See main 
report). 


3/3/19 Highton 1 around lemon trees. 


po 
4/3/19 Highton 1 seen and photographed before it was eaten RBt per 
by dog! JN 
i 4 7/3/19 | Geelong Botanic | 1 hanging around the depot gate where there 
eo 


11/3/19 | Bacchus Marsh 1 photographed. 


Gardens 
28/2/19 2 in flight together, winding around each other | JN 
in forays vertically on repeated occasions in 
garden. 


7/3/19 Geelong Botanic | 2 

Gardens 

Australian Painted 2/3/19 Yollinko 100 resting in the shade underneath the 
Lady Wetlands boardwalk. Flying up when disturbed, but 
quickly settling back down in the shade. 
Extremely hot. 


Heights Reserve. 
Brown a.m. Landed briefly. Photographed. 
Gardens 
13/3/19 | ‘Eclipse Creek’ 1 female in garden at 11 a.m. W 
Meredith 


14/3/19 | Rugby St 1 at 10.30 a.m. sunny, 17°C 
Belmont 


16/3/19 | Highton 2 females in garden in bright sun 


Gardens 
17/3/19 30 flying over Seaberry Saltbush plants, BM 
Lake landing occasionally. 


Common Grass-blue_| 3/3/19 JPo, GP 


f=) 7/3/19 | Geelong Botanic | 2 in same area as Chequered Copper. 
Gardens 
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WIDER GEELONG FLORA 
LECTURE 


Tuesday 11" June 2019 
7:30pm 


Guest Speaker: 


Mr Phil Hunter 


From the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 


Topic: 


Roadside & Reserve Vegetation 


in Armstrong Creek 


Location: Geelong Botanic Gardens, 
Meeting Room. 
Tea/coffee available at 7pm. 
Entrance is at the intersection of 
Holt Road & Eastern Park Circuit. 
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Bird Group excursion GFNC Excursion 
Inverleigh—where the two rivers meet Serendip & You Yangs 


Thursday 25 April 2019 Sunday 28 April 


Leader: Lynne Clarke Leaders: Gordon McCarthy and 
Geoff Gayner 


We explored where the Leigh and Barwon Rivers meet for the 
first time as a group in August 2012, then again on Anzac Day 
2013. We hope for some gems again—even in a dry 
year—with bird movement along the rivers. Come and explore 
this lovely area with easy walking along a broad track. 


From the plains to the great rocky outcrops of the 
You Yangs; let’s explore these wonderful nature 
spots and check out what autumn birds and plants 
are about. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at Serendip (100 Windemere 
Rd, Lara) to tour the sanctuary, then on to lunch 
at the You Yangs. If you wish to join us at the You 
Yangs, meet at the Visitor Centre at 12.30 p.m. 


Meet: For a 9.00 a.m. start at the car park at Lawsons 
Picnic Ground, Inverleigh (VicRoads Edn.6, map 92 J3, map 
523). 


The turn off to this parking area is first on the right after you 
cross the Leigh River as you approach Inverleigh from 
Geelong. Lynne will be waiting here. We will have a leisurely 
walk along the Leigh to its confluence with the Barwon, then 
return to the cars at around 11.45 a.m. for a late morning tea/ 
early lunch. We may have time to walk upstream from the 
footbridge across the Leigh afterwards. You may like to take 
water/snacks for use on the walk 


Bring: Water/drinks, snacks, lunch, binoculars, 
camera, hand lens (for a closer look at the plants); 
sturdy shoes or boots and dress for the weather; 
coat or raingear if needed; insect repellent and 
sunscreen. 


Contact: Jeff Dagg 0419 551 847 


Finish: approximately 12.30 p.m. 


Bring: Morning tea/Lunch, snacks and drinks, as well as 
sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, raingear, a warm jacket and 
sturdy shoes/boots, binoculars etc. 


Contact: Lynne Clarke 0439 390 801 


Fauna surveys in April and May 


Surf Coast Shire reserves 


11-14 April 2019 


Over many years we have kept watch on three Shire-managed reserves; Rice Reserve, Grasstree Nature Reserve at 
Torquay and Bells Beach (Wave car park area). It is intended that we will carry out these surveys again this month. 
We will start at Rice Reserve and move to Grasstree NR then on to Bells Beach. So, the program is as follows: 


Thursday 11 April 

Meet: 1.00 p.m. at the Rice Reserve car park to set the Elliott traps, and if the weather is suitable, the harp traps. The 
car park is off Horseshoe Bend Road. We can then move on to Grasstree NR to set out another line of Elliotts. 

Friday 12, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 April: 

Meet: 8.00 a.m. (not 9.00 a.m. as previously stated) at Rice Reserve. 


Glenmore survey 

9-12 May 

We will have a look at a property near Glenmore in the northern Brisbane Ranges. This a different habitat from those 
we have previously surveyed, and an area we don't often visit during club excursions. 

We will meet each morning at 8.00 a.m. at the front gate, 1216 Glenmore Road. 

Please contact Trevor on ppescott@gqmail.com if you intend coming to the survey as we will be entering through a 
locked gate. Late-comers will miss out. 

Also, if you intend coming via the Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Road check beforehand that there are no delays due to 
extensive roadworks. 
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Coming events 
APRIL 2019 MAY 2019 
2 AGM—Members Night 7 General Meeting: Stuart McCallum, Environmental 
9 Plant Group: CANCELLED Educator—Victorian Volcanic Plain Biosphere. 
11-14 Fauna Survey: Surf Coast Shire Reserves 9-12 Fauna Survey: Glenmore 
15 New committee meeting 14 Plant Group: sharing photos and observations 
18 Bird Group: David Tytherleigh/Craig Morley—Breakwater 16 Bird Group: Barry and Bernie Lingham—Birds of Idaho, 
raptors /Japan in winter Montana and Wyoming 


25 Bird Group Excursion: Leigh River meets the Barwon 18-19 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 


River. 19 Excursion: Moorabool Valley 
28 Excursion: You Yangs and Serendip 20 Conservation subcommittee 
22 Publications subcommittee 
23 Bird Group Excursion: Winchelsea (private property) 
25 Boneseed pull—You Yangs 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2018-2019 


President Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 rod.lowther@live.com 
Vice-President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 
Secretary Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 
Treasurer Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 
Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 
Committee Members David Boyle 5250 1039 davidboyle48@gmail.com 
Lynne Clarke 0419 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 
Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Tracey Hinton 5243 9973 tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Comunication Sub- 
committee Chair 
Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 

Webmaster 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors 

General Meetings 
General Excursions 

Bird Group 


Rod Lowther 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Dean Hewish 
Craig Morley 
Marilyn Hewish 
Rustem Upton 
Craig Morley 
Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Bernie Lingham 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


0419 633 960 
5243 8687 


5243 4368 
0409 231 755 
5221 4604 
0409 966 852 


5221 4604 
5243 4368 
5255 4291 
5255 4291 


0419 390 801 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


rod.lowther@live.com 
deborah.evans@deakinco.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 
lphelan@bigpond.com 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
hewishs@iprimus.com.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com.au 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 29 April. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the May edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham, bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
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The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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